25    CALIBRATION     
In order to ensure the validity of    measuring inspection and testing equipment (MITE) that is being used to verify that the product is within speciﬁcation, safe and meets current legislation and/or processing equipment is maintaining or monitoring process conditions, it should be routinely calibrated to a recognised national standard. During the validation process, the location and type of MITE and the required degree of accuracy should be determined, documented and then monitored and veriﬁed to ensure that process and product parameters are continuously maintained within designated boundaries. This is especially important at process steps that are identiﬁed as    critical control points (CCPs) within the    hazard analysis critical control point (HACCP) plan. Equipment calibration is therefore a key prerequisite within a    food safety management system    (FSMS) and    quality management system (QMS) that incorporates the requirements of    good manufacturing practice (GMP) .  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Calibration procedures should ensure that all equipment required for measuring, inspection, testing and process control is suitable to demonstrate conformance to speciﬁed requirements, regularly calibrated if necessary and its use(s) speciﬁed. Calibration procedures should also ensure that there will be no reduction in product quality in the event of failure of any item of inspection or test equipment. The quality control manager should be responsible for the effective design and implementation of equipment calibration procedures. These procedures should identify the actions to be taken in the event that calibration activities indicate that unsafe, illegal or out- o f- speciﬁ cation product may have been manufactured and distributed. All calibration activities should be traceable to recognised national standards. The need for equipment sanitisation following calibration activities should be considered and appropriate procedures put in place to minimise the risk of product contamination. 
E   quipment may include, but is not limited to:
    •      weighing scales, weigh cells or checkweighers;     •      standard test weights;     •      counting devices, for example, magic eyes;     •      ﬂ ow meters;     •      measuring equipment, for example, callipers and sizing rings;     •      temperature probes;     •      metal detection equipment;     •      penetrometers;     •      refractometers; and     •      pH meters.     
